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from Florida (Mr. GOSS) has 3 minutes
remaining.

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 11⁄2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Florida (Mrs. MEEK).

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, this amendment should be de-
feated. It represents a double standard.

Why treat Haiti different than what
we treat anyone else? There are only
500 troops in Haiti, thirty-six thou-
sandths of 1 percent of our active force.
Now, anyone who has any kind of sense
at all knows that there is very little in
Haiti.

This is about two things, as I per-
ceive it: Haiti bashing, and it is not the
first time, and bashing the President.
It is time some of this stuff stopped.

We are talking about a small country
here. The people are poor. And I say
again, why not help continue what the
President has started? How can we ex-
pect more from Haiti than we do from
some of the rest of them? Why do we
expect more from Haiti than we do any
of the other countries that we are try-
ing to help?

So there is a double standard. $288
billion. We are only spending $20 mil-
lion to support the troops in Haiti, 500
of them. And I appeal to my colleagues
to please kill this Goss amendment.
The gentleman from Florida (Mr. GOSS)
has a very good way of approaching
Haiti, always on the negative.

Please kill this amendment. It is not
worth being in this good bill. So please
go against this. It is bad for America
and it is bad for Haiti.

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Chairman, I yield 30
seconds to the distinguished gentleman
from California (Mr. CUNNINGHAM).

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I
would like to address my good friend
the gentlewoman from Florida (Mrs.
MEEK).

I do not know of a sweeter lady in
this body than the gentlewoman from
Florida. But I say to the gentlewoman,
because there is payback; 500 troops
and $20 billion a year.

Look at Kosovo. We are lucky if we
are going to get out with $100 billion.
Bosnia cost us $16 billion.

When the Progressive Caucus comes
up in the Labor-HHS bill and wants to
increase money in Medicare and health
care and education and not talk Social
Security, if we want to do these things,
the Progressive Caucus has got to sup-
port it and not want to cut defense by
50 percent of what it is now. There is a
payback.

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DAVIS).

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Chairman,
I rise in opposition to the Gilman-Goss
amendment.

I do so because we know that Haiti
has been unstable. We are not really
providing that much to them. But to
take away the little bit that we are
providing is unconscionable.
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All that we are talking about is help-

ing the poorest country in this hemi-
sphere continue to have some hope for
stability, economic development, for
growth and progress. I would urge, Mr.
Chairman, that we vote in the best in-
terests, not only of Haiti but that we
vote in the best interests of humanity,
a little bit of humanitarian effort. I
urge that we vote ‘‘no’’ to the Gilman-
Goss amendment.

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. OWENS).

(Mr. OWENS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Chairman, why are
we obsessed with Haiti? If there is
going to be a standard for spreading
our generosity, and we are the indis-
pensable Nation, we are the last super-
power, I think it is important that we
should help out wherever we can in cri-
ses throughout the world, but why not
have a single standard? Why do we not
establish a standard? Where we have
been in Bosnia, I do not think it has
been $16 billion as I heard before, but
at least we have spent $8 billion in Bos-
nia. We have been in Korea forever.
Korea has a strong economy. They
could support their own defense. We
have been in Europe with bases for a
long time and in Japan. We are spread
out all over the world in places spend-
ing billions of dollars over long periods
of time. Why would we not help a na-
tion in this hemisphere, and the com-
mitment there is relatively pennies
now compared to the kind of commit-
ments we have with the bases in Eu-
rope and Japan and Bosnia. I am not
saying we should pull out of Bosnia
overnight, but I think there ought to
be some kind of formula whereby we go
in to help, we spend a preestablished
amount of money, we do it with some
kind of standard equally throughout
the world.

If you pick out Haiti alone and you
go after Haiti, then the only conclusion
we can come to is that it is because
Haiti is a black nation. Why else are
we obsessed with Haiti?

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MEEKS).

Mr. MEEKS of New York. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today to oppose the Gil-
man-Goss amendment. Haiti is on the
eve of democratic elections. We say
that we have the moral authority to
try to make sure that democracy is
across this world. Yet the smallest and
the poorest country in this world, we
do not want to aid. We have less than
3 to 400 troops in Haiti. Yet we are try-
ing to pull them out on the eve of elec-
tions when we may restore hope and
dignity to people who are our neigh-
bors. Yet we go all over the place for
others. There seems and there is a dou-
ble standard. We must not let this
amendment stand. We must make sure
that the bill is not poisoned by this
terrible, terrible amendment and help

the people who need most the help. To
whom much is given, as this country
has, much is required.

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Chairman, I
yield the balance of my time to the
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
DELAHUNT).

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Massachusetts is recognized for 30
seconds.

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Chairman, this
is a very dangerous amendment. This
sends a message to the antidemocratic
forces in Haiti that America is ready to
disengage. This coupled with a hole
that was placed by the majority in
terms of human rights observers. This
amendment should be defeated and it
should be defeated overwhelmingly.

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Chairman, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Florida is recognized for 21⁄2 min-
utes.

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Chairman, I want to
read part of a Charleston Post and Cou-
rier editorial:

General Wilhelm did not suggest that the
United States should give up and walk away.
He proposed U.S. military forces should visit
Haiti periodically. Unfortunately, as the
General told Congressmen, the 500 American
soldiers—that number is actually 503 Amer-
ican soldiers—who remain have to spend
much of their time defending themselves
from attack. They should not be exposed in
this way. Instead, detachments of troops,
ready for combat if required, should be sent
to Haiti to demonstrate U.S. commitment to
upholding the rule of law. It would be wrong
to keep troops in Haiti merely to disguise
the fact that U.S. intervention, hailed as one
of President Clinton’s major foreign policy
achievements, has failed.

I would point out that that editorial
absolutely parallels the advice we are
getting from the military. Now, we
have heard testimony that Haiti needs
to be treated the same as everybody
else. I agree. That is what we are try-
ing to do is take out the permanent
troops and replace them with the peri-
odic deployments which are char-
acteristic for the area.

Secondly, we are trying to reduce the
strain on the readiness of our troops
because, Lord knows, we need them
and the reduced strain would be helpful
to the military. Thirdly, we are trying
to increase troop safety. In fact our
troops have been fired on in Haiti.
Many people do not know that.
Fourthly, many of the activities that
are going on in Haiti that we need to
help with are better suited with other
NGOs. We will help those other NGOs
as we have in the past and will con-
tinue to do in the future. That is where
the help should be coming for the Hai-
tians.

There are other reports coming from
Haiti, well founded at this time, of new
brutality and unfortunately involves
brutality by people in Haiti, Haitians
who are trained by the U.S. This is not
good. Things are going sour in Haiti.
The gentleman from Connecticut has
pointed out that we have now got a
problem in Haiti. I do not know if the


